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William Emmett Studwell (died 2010) was an academic librarian and Professor Emeritus at Northern

Illinois University. He also wrote books such as The Christmas Carol Reader (Haworth Popular

Culture), Publishing Glad Tidings: Essays on Christmas Music, An Easy Guide to Christmas Carols:

Their Past, Present and Future, etc.He wrote in the Preface to this 1985 book, "This book is the first

reference book... which broadly and comprehensively deals with Christmas carols... This work...

covers all of the more important and popular English language and foreign carols and in addition

provides a substantial selection of lesser-known carols... This book has four sections: 1. general

background material on the carol; 2. a bibliography; 3. a historical dictionary which ... provides

historical and other information about them... 4. title, person and group, and place indexes to the

historical dictionary." (Pg. ix)He explains, "The Christmas carol has been defined in various and

differing ways over the years. Some persons have limited its definition to include only a group of

sings written in the 15th and 16th centuries... Other persons have confined the definition to songs of

religious content. But most persons regard the completely secular carol 'Deck the Halls...
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